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MILRKEZHE. 1 (“Given the different aims, the thesis argues that the inconsistency
of the propaganda caused the leftists to lose support.”)
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This dssertation, “Leflist Propaganda in the Hong Kong 1967 Riots” by E#. Kai-yiu, Kekvin, |p, was
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Absiract

This thesis foruses on the leftist propaganda in the Hong Kong 1967 riots. It shows how the local
lefists |aunched a propaganda campaign 1o persuade cilizens 1o join the anti-government
confrontation. Afer critically examining leftist propaganda matenals, the thesis analyzes different
arguments of the propagandists. The lefists' propaganda falled to persuade the masses to follow them
To explain their failure, ihe ihesis compares the aims of leflist propaganda before and during 1967
Given the different aims, the hesis argues that the inconsistency of the propaganda caused the lemsts
fo lose support. When the leftists used wiolent actions to “struggle” against the colonial government
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their radical actions were described by cilizens as "lerrorist altacks” and the leflists became
“roublemakers.” Thus, the thesis also argues that the leftists' threat o law and order drove Hong Kong
citzens to stay out of the nots. After the anti-government movement became radical, the Hong Kong
government 100k firm actions against the local communists The police force raided eflist frade unions
and arrested lefist leaders. These actions cawsed the breakdown of the leftist propaganda mechanism
The thesis analyzes the decision-making processes of the Hong Kong government. and argues that it
was the leflists' radical actions that caused the government's firm actions, and thus the failure of the
lefist progaganda, and the anti-govemment Campaign were sell-inficted
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